ASTRONOMY Syllabus
Instructor Mrs. Heupel       
 “Space, the Final Frontier”, is a quote from Star Trek that portrays astronomy as the science of the future.  However, humans have been making careful observations of the sky for thousands of years, making astronomy the oldest of the sciences.  Timekeeping, seasonal changes, and navigation are just a few of the practical benefits of its study.   It is my pleasure to welcome you to astronomy.  During this semester we’ll journey through many parts of our universe by studying things like stars, planets, light, gravity, telescopes, and space time.  I will be encouraging you to read, write, think, calculate, and wonder each day as we tackle astronomical concepts and address your misconceptions about the universe. Participating in class every day will be extremely important for your success in this class, but engaging in the assigned reading and discussing the text will give you the greatest advantage in understanding the topics presented in this course. 
Classroom Rule #1 

Everybody does everything
Materials Needed Every Day:


Materials Needed Occasionally
Paper – notebook or binder



Colored Pencils, Markers, or Crayons

Pen and Pencil 




Highlighter
Astronomy Text (Fines for Loss or damage)

Sticky Notes

Binder or Folder 




Calculator







Star Tracker Lite, Star Chart, or Sky View App







Flipboard app and Quizlet App

Graded Coursework

Tests

Homework

Quizzes 
Daily Work (Ex. Classaction)


Labs

Projects

Activities
Journal entries
Grading
This grading scale is set by the school.
A
95-100

B+
87-89

C+
77-79

D+
67-69

F
0-59

A-
90-94

B
83-86

C
73-76

D
63-66




B-
80-82

C-
70-72

D-
60-62
Textbook

Your textbook is a valuable and important source of information to you.  Not only does it have a wealth of information from gamma rays to black holes, it has outstanding figures, diagrams, and illustrations that will help you understand the wonders of the universe.  Take good care of it and bring it each day.  Fines will be assigned for lost or damaged texts.  

Homework 

Homework is to be completed on your own, and please feel free to ask me for help when the need arises.  Deadlines given for homework are to be met.   Papers turned in after the test for the chapter will not be graded.  Exceptions will only be made for excused absences for the number of days absent.  
See Assignment Links on Google Classroom.
Tests
Tests in this classroom usually consist of: Fill in the Blank, Multiple Choice, Essay, Diagram labeling, mathematical calculations and Short Answer questions with or without drawings for clarity.  You should always be concerned about spelling your words correctly, using proper punctuation and proper sentence and paragraph structure when necessary.  There are no retests.  No scores will be dropped from your grade.  On testing days, always bring extra work or a book to read in case you finish early.   You will not be allowed to sit and visit on a testing day.  All parties caught cheating will receive a zero. 
Labs and Lab Safety

Although lab work is most often completed with a partner, you should always expect to hand in your own results (lab report).  Do not count on getting a grade because your partner turned in his or her work.  Anyone fooling around in the lab will be removed, possibly permanently.  Safety standards must be maintained at all times. A pre-lab introduction and preparation will be done either the day of the lab or the day before the lab to help you understand what to do and what is to be accomplished. 
Absences 
It is your responsibility to get caught up from the day(s) you missed.  Checking Google Classroom will be your fastest method of getting your work.   I’ll be posting items throughout the week and if you are missing something you’ll find it there.  You should also check with me before or after class to see what you missed. If you were absent on the day of a test, make arrangements to take your test before or after school, or during study hall.  If you were absent you have the same number of days to make up work as the number of days that you missed.  (If you were gone 3 days, you have 3 days to make up your work.)  In some cases you may not be able to make up a missed lab.   
Tardies
You need to be in your seat when the bell rings or you will be counted tardy. Only those who have permission from me to quickly go to the bathroom will be exempt. 
Food
Water and healthy snacks will be allowed in the classroom only if they do not disrupt the class.  Bring the snack with you to class. No food or water will be allowed in the classroom on days where we are having a lab or a test.  If at any point a student is abusing this privilege, the privilege will be taken away.

Finally, you will always be expected to show respect in my classroom.  You will be expected to show respect to me, your peers, and school property.  I in turn, will do the same.  By showing respect, you allow yourself to achieve at your highest level, and aid others in doing the same. 

Semester Tests

No one will be exempt from the semester test.  The semester test will make up 20% of a student’s semester grade.

· It is imperative that you save all of your notes, and graded work for each chapter.  Keeping it all in your binder will aid you in studying for you cumulative semester exam.
